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History of Tourism in Galapagos

1535 Tomas de Berlanga- accidental discovery
1835 Charles Darwin visits 
1859 Origin of Species -DŀƭŀǇŀƎƻǎ ΨŀǊǊƛǾŜΩ
1905/6  Academy Expedition ςfirst major scientific expedition
мфор      CƭƻǊŀ ϧ Cŀǳƴŀ ΨǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΩ
1959      Galapagos National Park Declared
1968 First Regular Tours ςGolden Cachalot
1969 CƛǊǎǘ ΨŎǊǳƛǎŜ ǎƘƛǇΩ ςLinaA
1970 Plan Maestro ςproposed max of 10,000 visitors pa.
1979 11,000 visitors. 
2013 204,000 visitors.
2016 240,000 visitors ςprojected









Benefits to Galapagos

ÅFunds Galapagos National Park
ÅMajor Economic activity for the islands
ÅAdditional economic benefits for the rest of Ecuador.
ÅPuts Galapagos & Ecuador on the world map.
ÅCreated major interest in natural science in the 

country
ÅAbility to export conservation knowledge and skills
ÅFlagship for the rest of the world ςhow to do it.



Galapagos ςNew Zealand

ÅIsolated Island Group

Å40% Endemism

ÅSmall but growing 
population

ÅUnusual and colourful 
wildlife

ÅWilderness areas

ÅStrong focus on 
Ecotourism as a key 
industry

ÅIsolated Island Group

Å80% Endemism

ÅSmall but growing 
population

ÅUnusual and colourful 
wildlife

ÅWilderness areas

ÅMinimal focus on 
Ecotourism.






