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Blackstone, Commentaries

óIn the beginning of the world, we are informed by 
holy writ, the all-bountiful Creator gave to men 
άŘƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΤ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘ ƻŦ 

the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every 
living thing that movethƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭƛŘ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ 
dominion over external things, whatever 

metaphysical notions may have been started by 
ŦŀƴŎƛŦǳƭ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΦΩ



Kinship refers to a broad web of relationships 
between people (living and dead), land, water, flora 
and fauna, and the spiritual world...! ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƛƴƴŜǊ 
life force is intimately linked to the mauri of others 

(human and non-human) to whom he or she is 
related. This is why tribes refer to mountains, rivers, 
and lakes in the same way as they refer to humans, 

and why elders speak directly to them.



Any kinship bond implies a set of reciprocal 
obligations, encompassed in kaitiakitangaςthe 

obligation to nurture and provide care..

It is more than stewardship; it is a collective 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΧ

While the community exists, the obligation exists



The environment 
is humanity's first right 

- Ken Saro-Wiwa (1995)




